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Presbytery of the Yukon statement of the essential tenets of the Reformed faith. 

 

Introduction 

From the Apostles Creed in 325 to the Brief Statement of Faith in 1983, we have in our Book 
of Confessions eleven documents spanning seventeen centuries.  The essential tenets of the 
Reformed faith are written in these documents. We commend the following to be considered in 
the examination for ordination and installation of Deacons, Ruling Elders, and Teaching 
Elders in the Presbytery of the Yukon. 

Preface 

John 3: 16-17 

 16.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life.  17.  For God sent the Son into the world, not 
to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Triune God  

1. We trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and 
serve.  [Brief Statement 10.1, lines 5 & 6] 

2. We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom 
alone we must serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is 
eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and 
yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess and 
believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained 
in their being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his 
eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory. 
[Scots 3.01] 

3. In the unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, power, and eternity: 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, neither begotten 
nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding 
from the Father and the Son.  [Westminster 6.013] 

God the Father 

4. We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  [Brief Statement 10.3, lines 27 & 28] 

5. We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible.  [Nicene 1.1] 
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6. God, the great Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, 
actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy providence, 
according to his infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of his own will, to 
the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.  [Westminster 6.024] 

God the Son 

7. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  [Brief 10.2, lines 7 & 8] 

8. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being 
of one substance with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our 
salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and 
the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  [Nicene 1.2] 

9. Q.  What is your only comfort, in life and in death?  A.  That I belong--body and soul, in 
life and in death--not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own 
blood has fully paid for all my sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; 
that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from 
my head; indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy 
Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from 
now on to live for him. [Heidelberg 4.001] 

God the Holy Spirit 

10. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit 
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  The same Spirit 
who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the 
bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
[Brief Statement 10.4]  

11. And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets.  [Nicene 1.3] 

12. Q. What do you believe concerning “the Holy Spirit”?  A. First, that, with the Father and 
the Son, he is equally eternal God; second, that God’s Spirit is also given to me, preparing me 
through a true faith to share in Christ and all his benefits, that he comforts me and will abide with 
me forever.  [Heidelberg 4.053] 

Salvation by Grace  
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13. Those whom God effectually calleth, he also freely justifieth: not by infusing 
righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their 
persons as righteous; not for anything wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake 
alone; not by imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience to 
them, as their righteousness; but by imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them,  
they receiving and resting on him and his righteousness by faith; which faith they have not of 
themselves, it is the gift of God. [Westminster 6.068] 

14. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument 
of justification; yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other 
saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by love. [Westminster 6.069] 

15. Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that are thus 
justified, and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to his Father's justice in their behalf.  
Yet inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, and his obedience and satisfaction 
accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for anything in them, their justification is only of free 
grace; that both the exact justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of 
sinners.  [Westminster 6.070] 

16. We are justified on account of Christ. Now it is most certain that all of us are by nature 
sinners and godless, and before God’s judgment seat are convicted of godlessness and are guilty 
of death, but that, solely by the grace of Christ and not from any merit of ours or consideration 
for us, we are justified, that is, absolved from sin and death by God the Judge. For what is clearer 
than what Paul said: “Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23 f.).  [Helvetic 
5.107] 

17. Q.  How are you righteous before God?  A. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. In spite of 
the fact that my conscience accuses me that I have grievously sinned against all the 
commandments of God, and have not kept any one of them, and that I am still ever prone to all 
that is evil, nevertheless, God, without any merit of my own, out of pure grace, grants me the 
benefits of the perfect expiation of Christ, imputing to me his righteousness and holiness as if I 
had never committed a single sin or had ever been sinful, having fulfilled myself all the 
obedience which Christ has carried out for me, if only I accept such favor with a trusting heart.  
[Heidelberg 4.060] 

The Church 

18. What is the Church? The Church is an assembly of the faithful called or gathered out of 
the world; …those who truly know and rightly worship and serve the true God in Christ the 
Savior, by the Word and Holy Spirit, and who by faith are partakers of all benefits which are 
freely offered through Christ. [Helvetic 5.125]   

19. The Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren in which Jesus Christ acts 
presently as the Lord in Word and sacrament through the Holy Spirit. As the Church of pardoned 
sinners, it has to testify in the midst of a sinful world, with its faith as with its obedience, with its 
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message as with its order, that it is solely his property, and that it lives and wants to live solely 
from his comfort and from his direction in the expectation of his appearance.  [Barmen 8.17] 

20. The various offices in the Church do not establish a dominion of some over the others; on 
the contrary, they are for the exercise of the ministry entrusted to and enjoined upon the whole 
congregation.  [Barmen 8.20] 

21. All synods or councils since the apostles' times, whether general or particular, may err, 
and many have erred; therefore they are not to be made the rule of faith or practice, but to be 
used as a help in both.  [Westminster 6.175] 

22. Confessions and declarations are subordinate standards in the church, subject to the 
authority of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as the Scriptures bear witness to him. No one type of 
confession is exclusively valid, no one statement is irreformable. Obedience to Jesus Christ alone 
identifies the one universal church and supplies the continuity of its tradition. This obedience is 
the ground of the church's duty and freedom to reform itself in life and doctrine as new 
occasions, in God's providence, may demand.  [C67 9.03] 

Sacraments   

23. But now since Christ the true Messiah is exhibited unto us, and the abundance of grace is 
poured forth upon the people of The New Testament, the sacraments of the old people are surely 
abrogated and have ceased; and in their stead the symbols of the New Testament are placed --
Baptism in the place of circumcision, the Lord's Supper in place of the Paschal Lamb and 
sacrifices.  [Helvetic 5.177] 

Baptism 

24. Now to be baptized in the name of Christ is to be enrolled, entered, and received into the 
covenant and family, and so into the inheritance of the sons of God; yes, and in this life to be 
called after the name of God; that is to say, to be called a son of God; to be cleansed also from 
the filthiness of sins, and to be granted the manifold grace of God, in order to lead a new and 
innocent life. Baptism, therefore, calls to mind and renews the great favor God has shown to the 
race of mortal men. For we are all born in the pollution of sin and are the children of wrath. But 
God, who is rich in mercy, freely cleanses us from our sins by the blood of his Son, and in him 
adopts us to be his sons, and by a holy covenant joins us to himself, and enriches us with various 
gifts, that we might live a new life. All these things are assured by baptism. For inwardly we are 
regenerated, purified, and renewed by God through the Holy Spirit; and outwardly we receive the 
assurance of the greatest gifts in the water, by which also those great benefits are represented, 
and, as it were, set before our eyes to be beheld.  [Helvetic 5.185] 

The Lord’s Supper  

25. Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein he was betrayed, instituted the sacrament of his 
body and blood, called the Lord's Supper, to be observed in his Church unto the end of the 
world; for the perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of himself in his death, the sealing all 
benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual nourishment and growth in him, their further 
engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto him; and to be a bond and pledge of their 
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communion with him, and with each other, as members of his mystical body. [Westminster 
6.161] 

The Gifts Freely Given to the Kirk 

26. But such as unfeignedly believe with the heart and boldly confess the Lord Jesus with 
their mouths shall certainly receive his gifts. Firstly, in this life, they shall receive remission of 
sins and that by faith in Christ's blood alone; for though sin shall remain and continually abide in 
our mortal bodies, yet it shall not be counted against us, but be pardoned, and covered with 
Christ's righteousness. Secondly, in the general judgment, there shall be given to every man and 
woman resurrection of the flesh. The seas shall give up her dead, and the earth those who are 
buried within her. Yea, the Eternal, our God, shall stretch out his hand on the dust, and the dead 
shall arise incorruptible, and in the very substance of the selfsame flesh which every man now 
bears, to receive according to their works, glory or punishment. Such as now delight in vanity, 
cruelty, filthiness, superstition, or idolatry, shall be condemned to the fire unquenchable, in 
which those who now serve the devil in all abominations shall be tormented forever, both in 
body and in spirit.  But such as continue in well doing to the end, boldly confessing the Lord 
Jesus, shall receive glory, honor, and immortality, we constantly believe, to reign forever in life 
everlasting with Christ Jesus, to whose glorified body all his chosen shall be made like, when he 
shall appear again in judgment and shall render up the Kingdom to God his Father, who then 
shall be and ever shall remain, all in all things, God blessed forever. To whom, with the Son and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, now and ever. Amen.  [Scots 3.25] 

Authority of Scripture 

27. Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we 
have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.  [Barmen 8.11] 

28. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and reverent 
esteem for the Holy Scripture; and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the 
majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is to give all glory 
to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man's salvation, the many other 
incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it doth 
abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion and 
assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy 
Spirit, bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts. [Westminster 6.005]  

29. The Bible is to be interpreted in the light of its witness to God's work of reconciliation in 
Christ.  The Scriptures, given under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless the words 
of men, conditioned by the language, thought forms, and literary fashions of the places and times 
at which they were written.  They reflect views of life, history, and the cosmos which were then 
current.  The church, therefore, has an obligation to approach the Scriptures with literary and 
historical understanding.  As God has spoken his word in diverse cultural situations, the church 
is confident that he will continue to speak through the Scriptures in a changing world and in 
every form of human culture.  [C67 9.29] 
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30. God's word is spoken to his church today where the Scriptures are faithfully preached and 
attentively read in dependence on the illumination of the Holy Spirit and with readiness to 
receive their truth and direction. [C67 9.30]  

31. But we hold that interpretation of the Scripture to be orthodox and genuine which is 
gleaned from the Scriptures themselves (from the nature of the language in which they were 
written, likewise according to the circumstances in which they were set down, and expounded in 
the light of like and unlike passages and of many and clearer passages) and which agree with the 
rule of faith and love, and contributes much to the glory of God and man’s salvation. [Helvetic 
5.010] 

32. Q.  What is the Word of God?  A. The holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
are the Word of God, the only rule of faith and obedience.  [Larger Catechism 7.113] 

33. Q.  How doth it appear that the Scriptures are the Word of God?  A. The Scriptures 
manifest themselves to be the Word of God, by their majesty and purity; by the consent of all the 
parts, and the scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God; by their light and power to 
convince and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers unto salvation.  But the Spirit of 
God, bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able fully to 
persuade it that they are the very word of God.  [Larger Catechism 7.114] 

Reformed Distinctives:  Covenant 

34. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 
families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of 
bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who 
will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is 
faithful still. [Brief 10.3, 41-51] 

35. Out of Israel God in due time raised up Jesus.  His faith and obedience were the response 
of the perfect child of God.  He was the fulfillment of God's promise to Israel, the beginning of 
the new creation, and the pioneer of the new humanity.  He gave history its meaning and 
direction and called the church to be his servant for the reconciliation of the world.  [C67 9.19] 

36. Man, by his Fall, having made himself incapable of life by that [first] covenant, the Lord 
was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace; wherein he freely offered 
unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ.  [Westminster 6.039] 

37. Q. With whom was the covenant of grace made?  A.  The covenant of grace was made 
with Christ as the second Adam, and in him with all the elect as his seed.   Q.  How is the grace 
of God manifested in the second covenant?  A.  The grace of God is manifested in the second 
covenant, in that he freely provideth and offereth to sinners a mediator, and life and salvation by 
him; and requiring faith as the condition to interest them in him, promiseth and giveth his Holy 
Spirit to all his elect… [Larger Catechism 7.141-7.142] 

Reformed Distinctives:  Transformation of Society 
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38. God has created human beings for a personal relation with himself that they may respond 
to the love of the Creator.  God has created male and female and given them a life which 
proceeds from birth to death in a succession of generations and in a wide complex of social 
relations. God has endowed humans with capacities to make the world serve their needs and to 
enjoy its good things.  Life is a gift to be received with gratitude and a task to be pursued with 
courage. People are free to seek life within the purpose of God: to develop and protect the 
resources of nature for the common welfare, to work for justice and peace in society, and in other 
ways to use their creative powers for the fulfillment of human life.  [C67 9.17] 

39. Since there is no other way of salvation than that revealed in the gospel and since in the 
divinely established and ordinary method of grace faith cometh by hearing the Word of God, 
Christ hath commissioned his Church to go into all the world and to make disciples of all 
nations. All believers are, therefore, under obligation to sustain the ordinances of the Christian 
religion where they are already established, and to contribute by their prayers, gifts, and personal 
efforts to the extension of the kingdom of Christ throughout the whole earth.  [Westminster 
6.058] 

40. The duty which God requireth of man is obedience to his revealed will.  The duties 
required in the Eighth Commandment are: truth, faithfulness, and justice in contracts and 
commerce between man and man…and an endeavor by all just and lawful means to procure, 
preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as our own.  [Larger 
Catechism 7.201, 7.251] 

Reformed Distinctives: Election for Salvation and Service 

41. That same eternal God and Father, who by grace alone chose us in his Son Christ Jesus 
before the foundation of the world was laid, appointed him to be our head, our brother, our 
pastor, and the great bishop of our souls. [Scots 3.08] 

42. From eternity God has freely, and of his mere grace, without any respect to men, 
predestinated or elected the saints whom he wills to save in Christ.  [Helvetic 5.052] 

43. The preaching of the gospel is to be heard, and it is to be believed; and it is to be held as 
beyond doubt that if you believe and are in Christ, you are elected. …Let Christ, therefore, be the 
looking glass, in whom we may contemplate our predestination. [Helvetic 5.059-60] 

Reformed Distinctives: Stewardship 

44. The church calls every man to use his abilities, his positions, and the fruits of technology 
as gifts entrusted to him by God for the maintenance of his family and the advancement of the 
common welfare.  [C67 9.46] 

45. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  Ignoring God's commandments, we 
violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and 
nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.  We deserve God's condemnation.    
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  [Brief Statement 10.3, lines 33-40] 
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46. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and 
culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, 
and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, 
praying, Come, Lord Jesus! [Brief Statement 10.4, lines 65-76] 

 

 


