
G-3.03 THE PRESBYTERY 

G-3.0301 Composition and Responsibilities  

The presbytery is the council serving as a corporate expression of the church within a 
certain district and is composed of all the congregations and ministers of the Word and 
Sacrament within that district. The presbytery shall adopt and communicate to the 
sessions a plan for determining how many ruling elders each session should elect as 
commissioners to presbytery, with a goal of numerical parity of ministers of the Word 
and Sacrament and ruling elders. This plan shall require each session to elect at least 
one commissioner and shall take into consideration the size of congregations as well as 
a method to fulfill the principles of participation and representation found in F-1.0403 
and G-3.0103. Ruling elders elected as officers of the presbytery shall be enrolled as 
members during the period of their service. A presbytery may enroll or may provide by 
its own rule for the enrollment of, ruling elders during terms of elected service to the 
presbytery or its congregations.  

The minimum composition of a presbytery is ten duly constituted sessions and ten 
ministers of the Word and Sacrament, unless an exception is approved by its synod and 
the General Assembly giving consideration to the responsibilities assigned to 
presbyteries in G-3.01 and G-3.03.  

The presbytery is responsible for the government of the church throughout its district, 
and for assisting and supporting the witness of congregations to the sovereign activity 
of God in the world, so that all congregations become communities of faith, hope, love, 
and witness. As it leads and guides the witness of its congregations, the presbytery 
shall keep before it the marks of the Church (F-1.0302), the notes by which 
Presbyterian and Reformed communities have identified themselves through history 
(F-1.0303) and the six Great Ends of the Church (F-1.0304).  

F-1.0304 The Great Ends of the Church  

The great ends of the Church are: 
 
the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; 
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; 
the maintenance of divine worship; 
the preservation of the truth; 
the promotion of social righteousness; and 
the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.  



 

In light of this charge, the presbytery has responsibility and power to:  

a. provide that the Word of God may be truly preached and heard. This 
responsibility shall include organizing, receiving, merging, dismissing, and dissolving 
congregations in consultation with their members; overseeing congregations without 
pastors; establishing pastoral relationships and dissolving them; guiding the 
preparation of those preparing to become ministers of the Word and Sacrament; 
establishing and maintaining those ecumenical relationships that will enlarge the life 
and mission of the church in its district; providing encouragement, guidance, and 
resources to congregations in the areas of mission, prophetic witness, leadership 
development, worship, evangelism, and responsible administration to the end that the 
church’s witness to the love and grace of God may be heard in the world.  

 

b. provide that the Sacraments may be rightly administered and received. 
This responsibility shall include authorizing the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at its 
meetings at least annually and for fellowship groups, new church developments, and 
other non-congregational entities meeting within its bounds; authorizing and training 
specific ruling elders to administer or preside at the Lord’s Supper when it deems it 
necessary to meet the needs for the administration of the Sacrament; and exercising 
pastoral care for the congregations and members of presbytery in order that the 
Sacraments may be received as a means of grace, and the presbytery may live in the 
unity represented in the Sacraments.  

 

c. nurture the covenant community of disciples of Christ. This responsibility 
shall include ordaining, receiving, dismissing, installing, removing, and disciplining its 
members who are ministers of the Word and Sacrament; commissioning ruling elders 
to limited pastoral service; promoting the peace and harmony of congregations and 
inquiring into the sources of congregational discord; supporting congregations in 
developing the graces of generosity, stewardship, and service; assisting congregations 
in developing mission and participating in the mission of the whole church; taking 
jurisdiction over the members of dissolved congregations and granting transfers of 
their membership to other congregations; warning and bearing witness against error in 
doctrine and immorality in practice within its bounds; and serving in judicial matters in 
accordance with the Church Discipline.  


